Expanded Wilderness in the Colville has been a dream of the conservation community for decades, and
with good reason. This beautiful forest is an ecologically diverse landscape that supports rare and
endangered wildlife, including the last remaining woodland caribou herd in the lower 48 states. It is also
home to Canada lynx, gray wolf, grizzly bear, and wolverine. For all these species, the forest provides
not only a home, but also a vital habitat link between the Rocky Mountains and the Cascades. Protecting
wilderness in the Colville National Forest is the best way to ensure the survival of all these species.

Just as important as the environmental benefits of Wilderness, however, are the social and economic
benefits. Studies have shown that communities close to Wilderness experience increased land values and
expanded tourism. Communities with nearby Wilderness experience faster economic growth than
communities without. Protected public lands create a competitive economic advantage and a high quality
of life.

Because of this, new stakeholders have begun to appreciate how a Wilderness designation, combined with
other land designations, could benefit their interests. I know you have reached out to members of diverse
groups to discuss how a holistic land management plan could create new economic opportunities for the

region. People are realizing that Wilderness is not just good for the environment, it’s good for people too.

Most important, though, Wilderness designation is about safeguarding all those things that the people of
Northeast Washington love about their region: the clean air and water, the peacefulness and visual
beauty, the opportunity to live and work on the land, and the knowledge that all these special
characteristics are preserved for future generations to enjoy. All of these things are strengthened through
Wilderness.

Through painstaking work over the course of years, Conservation Northwest and its partners in the
Forestry Coalition have been laying the groundwork for a land management strategy that meets the needs
of all members of the community. Iknow it has not been easy, but I believe the work you are doing is of
historic importance. You are providing a living example of how to identify common interests, move
beyond conflict, and build strong communities based on shared values.

All your work will certainly have lasting benefits for land management in the Forest, but the
repercussions are actually much larger than that. We live in a world where conflict is often the norm —
examples like the one provided by Conservation Northwest show us that there is a better way. In doing
s0, you are providing us not only with inspiration, but also a lesson in wisdom.

Thank you again for inviting me to share this evening with you, and thank you for all the work you are
doing to transform our collective “Hope for a Wild Future” into a reality. 1 am grateful for all your hard
work, I am honored to be part of your team, and I look forward to collaborating closely with you going
forward.

With warmest regards,
Maria Cantwell
United States Senator






