
Learning To Conserve 
Grasslands

By Doreen Olson for Wild Links 



“ What’s this Dennis?”

Tiger Salamander Antelope Brush

Spadefoot

Ant Lion





Just get one person excited 
and they will tell a friend.

Watch your step!“Who says I’m not cute?”

Guided Meadowlark Festival tour 
at the White Lake basin. 



“WOW, look at this!”

Finding fossils at White Lake

What are you so concerned 
about?

This looks like a great area to me.
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Overgrazing of fragile 
grasslands and damage to 

riparian areas



Popularity and success of the 
wine industry

Vaseux Lake
important habitat for migratory birds 

and California big horned sheep

For Sale

Damage by off-road vehicles
The proposed Shankers Bend Dam on the 

Similkameen River Washington State would flood 
important habitat on both sides of the border.

Enloe Dam



A National Treasure 
In 2004 Parks Canada began a feasibility study…

The South Okanagan-Similkameen
supports 250 species ‘at risk’ in BC
dependant on habitats found here.

About forty species ‘at risk’ in all of Canada
depend on habitats found here.

This is… ‘one of the 4 most endangered  
ecosystems in Canada’.

Shankers Bend



Economic, ecological, cultural, 
educational, historical and 

community benefits

Historic Haynes Ranch Buildings



A plea for 
species at risk 
and an 
endangered 
ecosystem 

A 20,000 name petition 
delivered to the 
Government of Canada

A 20,000 name petition in 
support of the SOS national 
park  was delivered to 
federal, provincial and local 
governments. 

Beaker is the star!



If there is a pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow…

it must be a national park for the 
South Okanagan-Similkameen!

Ole Westby & Lisa Scott for additional photos

Mahoney Lake Ecological Reserve established to 
conserve a saline lake having limnological features 
that are extremely rare in the world.

Dennis St John for biology information

Bob Lincoln for technical assistance

Special thanks to: For more information:

South Okanagan-Similkameen National Park Network (SOSNPN)

250-497-6869

www.pc.gc.ca/sols

www.sosnationalpark.ca


