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WolverineWolverine
• "Picture a weasel -- and most of us can 

do that, for we have met that little 
demon of destruction, that small atom 
of insensate courage, that symbol of 
slaughter, sleeplessness, and tireless, 
incredible activity --
picture that scrap of demoniac fury, 
multiply that mite some fifty times,
and you have the likeness of a 
Wolverine."

• Ernest Thompson Seton
"Lives of Game Animals". 1925 - 1928. 
Vol. II

Wolverine Wolverine –– Personality Plus!Personality Plus!

Wolverine EcologyWolverine Ecology

• High affinity to boreal habitats.
• Coniferous forests and alpine. 
• Places with cold, snowy 

winters. 
• Rely heavily on ungulate 

carrion, marmots and other 
small mammals.

• Travel tremendous distances.
• Large home ranges
• Low densities

Spring Snow Cover DependenceSpring Snow Cover Dependence

North Cascades WolverinesNorth Cascades Wolverines
• Historical occurrence
• Recent skepticism
• Winter track surveys
• Self-activated camera surveys
• Documentation

Aerial Den SurveysAerial Den Surveys

• Possible Den
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North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project
• 2005 - Pilot Project

• PNW Research Station
– Keith Aubry & Cathy Raley

• Okanogan-Wenatchee NF
– Bob Naney & John Rohrer

• WA Dept of Fish & Wildlife
– Scott Fitkin & Jeff Heinlen

• Canada
– Eric Lofroth

• Objectives:  In the rugged North Cascades determine if we could:

• 1)  safely and effectively live-trap and radio-collar wolverines

• 2)  use Argos satellite telemetry to investigate their distribution, 
movement patterns, habitat use, and reproductive ecology

North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project

North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project

• Melanie
– February 10, 2006

• Young female
– 2 years old
– 8.6 kg (19 lbs)

• 4 capture seasons
– 2006-2009

• Satellite collars
– 4-9 months

• 2 more years minimum

North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project
• 10 captures - 5 individuals
• 3 Females & 2 Males:  1-4 yrs old

– Females 8.0 - 9.6 kg (17.7 – 21.2 lbs)

– Males 13.6 – 14.7 kg (30.0 – 32.5 lbs)

North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project
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Challenges!

North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project

• Body Condition
– Chewy +1kg in 7 weeks

• Basic Measurements
– Similar to Rockies

Thor 443 sq mi
Melanie 560 sq mi
Chewbacca 730 sq mi
Xena 760 sq mi
Sasha ?

North Cascades Wolverine ProjectNorth Cascades Wolverine Project


