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Lookout Pack – Wolves return 
to the North Cascades 

History in WashingtonHistory in Washington
• Once common in WA
• 14,810 wolf pelts traded at 4 WA posts 1827-1859

• Control in late 1880s-early 1900s, bounties
• Exterminated by 1930s
• Occasional dispersing animals  since then

• Control in late 1880s-early 1900s, bounties
• Exterminated by 1930s
• Occasional dispersing animals  since then

Wolf Investigations

• Started in 1990
• Observation follow-up

– Howling responses

– Glacier Peak Rendezvous site

• Twisp River sightings
• Follow-up waned in 1995

Renewed Interest
• Rockies Wolf Recovery • Increasing Sightings

• NE WA & Okanogan

Dispersal into Washington Washington Wolf Conservation & 
Management Plan

Washington Wolf Conservation & 
Management Plan

• 3 Recovery Regions

Southern Cascades
and Northwest Coast 

Northern 
Cascades

Eastern  
Washington
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Numbers and Distribution 

Distribution#’s

15

12

6

Breeding 
Pairs

6522S to delistedS to delisted

3522T to ST to S

222E to TE to T

Anywhere

South CS/ 
NWC

North 
Cascades

Eastern  
WA

Listing 
Status

Pack Activity ?
• Frequent Sightings • Photo documentation

Pack Activity ?
• Confirmation!

Trapping
• Local acceptance

Success !
• First in WA in 70 years • Alpha pair radio-marked

Local Morphology
• Less robust build, 
• More reddish coloring

• Genetic link to Coastal B.C.
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Follow-up
• 6 Pups
• Radioed Adults
• CNW volunteers

Continuing Documentation
• Self-activated cameras
• Additional animals, affiliation?

Poaching Investigation

• Ongoing investigation
• More than one animal?
• Over what time frame?

Winter Work
• USFS contract crew
• Intensive ground telemetry
• Back-tracking
• Cameras

Seasonal Ranges
• Follow the ungulates
• Local pattern

– Valley foothills in winter/spring
– High meadows in summer/fall

Prey Habitats
• Deer as expected
• Secondary prey
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One Year Later
• Female very pregnant 
• 3-5 adults winter/spring

• Dispersal?
• Human mortality?  

Pup Confirmation

Self-activated Cameras

• Digital age advancements
– Night infr-red
– Movies
– Infra-red movies

NE Washington

Future Efforts
• Den site location/investigation
• Reproductive success
• Satellite collars
• Prey selectivity
• Additional Packs?

• Telemetry
• Howling surveys
• Cameras

Wolves as Keystone Species - Yellowstone
• Wolves extirpated

• Historical elk herbivory effects
• Wolves major elk predator (90%)

• Wolves changing elk behavior

• Riparian hardwoods - beaver
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Local Keystone Effects

• Regulation
– Deer too concentrated?

Questions?

• The End


