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A four-part storyA four-part story

Columbia Highlands Initiative
Connecting and protecting working

lands and wild places

For more information www.conservationnw.org

Columbia Highlands
Timber Wars ~ 1970-2000

� Clearcutting ancient & 
wild forest led to timber 
sale appeals & litigation 

� Forest Service policy 
was slow to adapt to 
new science and public 
concerns

� Equal dissatisfaction on 
all sides

Part One:

Community Collaboration

Part two:

=

Northeast Washington Forestry Coalition
Formed in 2002 -
� Participants include timber 

industry, recreation, 
conservation, government 

� Agriculture Secretary 
Vilsack called a “national 
model” of collaboration 

� Crafted a collaborative 
“blueprint” forest plan 
alternative for the Colville 
National Forest
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“Blueprint” Forest Plan Alternative

Three management areas:

� Production forestry:  roaded
areas of prior harvest, elevated 
fire risk - 20 year reentry

� Restoration forestry: lightly 
roaded, timber as byproduct of 
reestablishing natural / historic 
conditions – 20 to 100 year 
reentry

� Protected areas: natural & 
prescribed fire used to maintain 
dry forest

Part 3: 8 Year multi-stakeholder process

Goals include designation of:
� 215,000 acres of new wilderness
� 146,000 acre National Conservation Area
� 70,000 acre National Recreation Area

Columbia Highlands Initiative

Part 4: Innovative forestry practices that match 
ecological and climatological needs

Provides wildlife safe passage between Cascade 
and Rocky Mountains

Science-based approach to connecting and 
protecting wildlife
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Ecological Considerations
� High level of wildlife diversity including 
grizzly bear, wolf, lynx, wolverine, mountain 
caribou, 200 species of birds
� Shrub-steppe to rain forest habitats 
� Carbon storehouse
� Primary source of water and aquifer 
recharge

Columbia Highlands

Contains Less than 1% of Washington’s Wilderness

Colville National Forest Existing and Proposed Wilderness

Proposed “Delayed” Wilderness
Kettle River RangeKettle River RangeTwin Sisters IRA

Motorized Trails

Twin Sisters delayed wilderness –
trade-out motorized trails that now 
compromise solitude and wildlife 

security in the Kettle Crest
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Proposed Kettle Range National Conservation Area

Kettle Range National Conservation Area

Proposed National Recreation AreasProposed National Recreation Areas

Swan Lake NRA

Gibraltar NRA

Tiger-Quartzite NRA

Proposed: Swan Lake National Recreation Area

Restoration and Forestry Zones

Keeping seven to ten working ranches in agricultural use, open space, and wildlife habitat.
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Addressing key ranches in lynx and caribou 
habitat

No longer a battlefield: Wilderness
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Questions and AnswersQuestions and Answers
Columbia Highlands Initiative

For more information www.conservationnw.org


