Mzt. Ken Berg May 18, 2007
Supervisor

Washington State Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Lacey, Washington 98503

Dear Mr. Berg,

We are writing to express our sincere concern for the future of the North Cascades Ecosystem (NCE)
population of grizzly bears. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has acknowledged that the NCE
grizzly bear population - with likely fewer than 10 bears - is in imminent danger of extinction. We must
take action now to save this population.

As organizations and individuals concerned about grizzly bears, many of whom have dedicated countless
hours and resources to the protection of our natural environment and wildlife legacy in the Pacific
Northwest and beyond, the local extinction of grizzly bears in the North Cascades is unacceptable and
preventable.

FWS has had a Recovery Plan Chapter for the North Cascades in place since 1997. The Chapter was
originally drafted nearly 25 years ago. The document sets forth several “Priority Recovery Actions” that
were to be undertaken by FWS within the first five years of the Chapter’s finalization. These actions
include, among other things, outreach and education, and implementation of the Recovery Plan under the
guidance of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)".

As you know, in the near decade since the completion of the NCE Recovery Chapter many of the actions
identified by FWS have been completed and/or are ongoing, not the least of which is the very successful

educational efforts by the Grizzly Bear Outreach Project (GBOP). We are indebted to FWS, the
Washington State Legislature and the many other public and private supporters of this worthwhile project.

In addition, a bear hazard assessment has been completed to determine where bear mortalities and human
conflicts may occur and provide recommendations to prevent potential conflicts. Biologists and managers
in the North Cascades have delineated Bear Management Units across the recovery zone that provide clear
direction to agency managers regarding proposed activities and management actions. Conservation
organizations have raised millions of dollars to secure and augment habitat for grizzly bears and other
wildlife across the region and assess the potential of other lands to contribute to that habitat. Tens of
thousands of citizens have contributed to those efforts.

At least three independent polls completed over the last 10 years have shown strong public support for
grizzly bear recovery in the North Cascades spanning demographic and geographic lines.

These polls have largely focused on citizens who live within or adjacent to the Recovery Zone and who

are potentially most affected by grizzly bear recovery. The latest survey of more than 500 rural residents

showed that 79% are supportive of grizzly bear recovery.” This support holds even when augmentation is
(Over)

“ Servheen, C. US Fish and Wildlife Service, Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan. Supplement: North Cascades Ecosystem
Recovery Plan Chapter, 1997.

" Loomis Forest and Cascades Conservation Partnership campaigns raised approximately $16 million and $60 million
respectively in private and public funds to protect habitat in Washington State.

* Grizzly Bear Outreach Project, 2003, 2005. Public Knowledge and Attitude Survey



part of a recovery strategy.

The only remaining necessary action is to start a public process that will lead to the implementation of the
NCE Recovery Plan. These bears need help and the clock is ticking.

There are many reasons to save grizzly bears in the North Cascades. As the only subpopulation in the
lower 48 states outside the Rockies their recovery will contribute significantly to the genetic variability and
thus, the resilience of the species. As a species with large area requirements grizzly bears may be
considered an umbrella species, the conservation of which will benefit other species such as wolverines.
The grizzly is a western icon with strong public support, symbolic of our independence, toughness and
love of wildness. Grizzly bears epitomize and safeguard wilderness. Perhaps most importantly, our legacy
must be one of conservation and restoration, not extinction.

To allow these animals to become extirpated from this region is not only ecologically unwise but morally
reprehensible. We have the habitat and the resources, and a highly educated supportive public to help
realize grizzly bear recovery in this area. There are no excuses for continued inaction. When we recover
grizzlies, future generations will be grateful for our vision. Action now will help us retain the wild heart of
our magnificent North Cascades for decades to come.

We cannot wait any longer before moving forward on this vital recovery effort. We ask that you include a
request for an appropriation within 2 years to complete a NEPA process that will lead to recovery of the

North Cascades grizzly bear population.

Our groups collectively represent hundreds of thousands of people in Washington and throughout the
nation who support grizzly bear recovery and we stand ready to assist in any way we can.

Sincerely,

Mitch Friedman, Executive Director
Conservation Northwest
Bellingham, WA

Lavina Washines, Tribal Chairwoman
Confederated Tribes and Bands
Yakama Nation

Rodger Schlickeisen, President

Jamie Rappaport Clark, Executive Vice President
and Former Director US Fish & Wildlife Service
Defenders of Wildlife

Michael O'Brien
Chair, Sierra Club Cascade Chapter
Seattle, WA

Nina Carter, Executive Director
Audubon Washington &
Washington State Audubon
Conservation Committee

Leda Huta, Executive Director
Brock Evans, President
Endangered Species Coalition
Washington, D.C.

Paula J. Del Giudice, Director
Western Natural Resource Center
National Wildlife Federation
Seattle, WA

Sean Smith, Director, NW Region
National Parks Conservation Association
Seattle, WA

Mo McBroom, Policy Director
Washington Environmental Council
Seattle, WA

Marc Bardsley, Director
North Cascades Conservation Council
Seattle, WA



Roger Contor

First Superintendent,

North Cascades National Park
Port Townsend, WA

Don Parks, President
Alpine Lakes Protection Society
Seattle, WA

Saul Weisberg, Executive Director
North Cascades Institute
Sedro-Woolley, WA

Joel Berger, PhD

Senior Scientist, North America Program
Wildlife Conservation Society

Teton Field Office

Louisa Wilcox, Wild Bears Project Director
Natural Resources Defense Council
Livingston, MT

Bill Snape, Senior Counsel
Center for Biological Diversity
Washington DC

Todd Paglia, Executive Director
ForestEthics
Bellingham, WA

Bruce McGlenn, President
Seattle Chapter Izaak Walton League of America
Seattle, WA

Hank Thomas, Director

Issaquah Environmental Council
Issaquah, WA

Mike Petersen, Executive Director
The Lands Council
Spokane, WA

Bill Wade, Chair, Executive Council
Coalition of National Park Service Retitees
Tucson, Arizona

Steve Thomas
Northern Plains Regional Staff Director
Sierra Club

Tom Skeele, Executive Ditector
American Wildlands
Bozeman, MT

Nalani Askov, Executive Director
Washington Wilderness Coalition
Seattle, Washington

Regna Merritt, Executive Director
Oregon Wild
Portland, OR

John Robison, Public Lands Director
Idaho Conservation League
Boise, ID

Pete Kremen, Whatcom County Executive
Bellingham, WA

Laurie Caskey-Schreiber

Carl Weimer

Seth Fleetwood

Whatcom County Council Members
Bellingham, WA

Dan McShane,

Whatcom County Council Member
President, Stratum Group
Bellingham, WA

Richard Conlin
Jean Godden
Jan Drago
David Della
Tom Rasmussen
Councilmembers
Seattle City Hall
Seattle, WA

Tony Kilduff, US Co-chair, Seattle, WA
Peter Kennedy, Canadian Co-Chair
Vancouver, British Columbia

Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission
(SEEC)

Dunham Gooding, President and Director
American Alpine Institute
Bellingham, WA



Mark Langston, Operations Manager Bill Pope, Proprietor

National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) Mazama Country Inn

Pacific Northwest Region Mazama, WA

Tom Campion, Founder and Chairman Alex Loeb, Former VP for Tablet PC, Retired

Zumiez Corporation Microsoft Corporation

Everett, WA Seattle, WA

David Syre, President Julie Wright, Manager

Trillium Corporation Patagonia, Inc.

Bellingham, WA Seattle, WA

Todd Walton, Public Relations Manager Robert Hall, President

Outdoor Research (O-R) Daylight Development

Seattle, WA Bellingham, WA

Bruce Jacobsen, CEO, Kinetic Books Carolyn Moran, President

Former Business Unit Manager, Microsoft Living Tree Paper Company

Former Head, Dreamworks Interactive Eugene, OR

Former President/Chief Operating Officer

RealNetworks Fred W. Bovenkamp, President

Seattle, WA Bovenkamp Ventures
Bellingham, WA

Ken Meidell, V.P. Outdoor

Cascade Designs Craig Cole, President/CEO

Seattle, WA Brown & Cole Stores
Bellingham, WA

Rud Browne, Founder and Chairman

Ryzex Group Ken Bennett, President

Bellingham, WA Outer Planet Ad Agency
Seattle, WA

Greg James, CEO

TOPICS Entertainment Bay Renaud, President

Renton, WA Plantas Nativa, LLI.C
Bellingham, WA

Bill Veghte*, Corporate Vice President

North America Bradley F. Smith, Ph.D.

Microsoft Corporation Dean, Huxley College of the Environment

Seattle, WA Western Washington University

" Mr. Veghte does not necessarily represent the views of Microsoft Belh'ngham, WA

Corporation

Gordon Orians, Professor Emeritus of Biology

Pieter Kn.ook., Senior VP ) University of Washington
C(?mmumcatlons Se.ctor Business Seattle, WA

Microsoft Corporation

Redmond, WA Susan Morgan, Ph.D.

Rewilding Institute
Maple Falls, WA



John M. Marzluff, Ph.D.

Professor of Sustainable Resource Sciences
Professor of Wildlife Sciences

College of Forest Resources

University of Washington

Seattle, WA

Carlos Carroll, Ph.D.
Klamath Center for Conservation Research
Otleans, CA 95556

Seth M. Wilson, Ph.D., Research Affiliate
Yale School of Forestry and Environmental
Studies

Missoula, MT

Stephen Herrero, Ph.D.,
Author and Emeritus Professor
University of Calgary

Calgary, Alberta

Daniel D. Beck, Professor
Department of Biological Sciences

Central Washington University
Ellensburg, WA 98926

Tom Cottrell, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Biology
Central Washington University
Ellensburg, WA

Roberta L. Soltz, Ph.D.
Department of Biological Resources
Central Washington University
Ellensburg, WA

Cc:
Governor Christine Gregoire
Jetf Koenings, Director WDEFW

Ren Lohoefener, Region One Director, USFWS
Chip Jenkins, North Cascades National Park

Linda Goodman, Region 6 Director, USFS

James M. Helfield
Department of Environmental Sciences
Huxley College of the Environment

Western Washington University
Bellingham, WA

Reed F. Noss, Ph.D.

Davis-Shine Professor of Conservation Biology
University of Central Florida

Orlando, FL.

Ed Grumbine, Ph.D., Environmental Studies
Prescott College
Prescott, AZ

Tom Rooney, Ph.D.,

Department of Biological Sciences
Wright State University

Dayton, OH

Brian Miller, Ph.D., Executive Director
Wind River Ranch Foundation
Watrous, NM

Carolyn Dobbs Ph.D.
The Evergreen State College
Olympia, WA

Marc A. Ross

President & Executive Director
Rock the Earth

Denver, CO 80202

Jim Boynton, Supervisor, Okanogan/Wenatchee National Forest
Y. Rob Iwamoto, Supervisor, Mount Baker/Snoqualmie National Forest



